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Why to create a regional innovation strategy?
Organizing a regional innovation strategy
Successfully implementing regional innovation strategies
Integrating the regional perspective in other policy levels 
Clustering as a regional innovation strategy
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Over the past few years, modern regions have 
recognized the need to develop regional innovation 
strategies to succeed in our competitive world. For this 
it is necessary to identify the determining factors for 
successful regional innovation and to take into account 
the different stakeholders. A number of policymakers in 
various regions continue their efforts to gain insight and 
further shape their own regional innovation systems, 
while others have implemented their strategies and 
can now provide the ýrst results.

The ýfth annual conference of The Technopolicy Network 
will focus on the development and implementation of 
various regional strategies across the world. Over the 
course of two days, several international speakers 
will give insight and address topics including why a 
regional innovation strategy is essential, what kinds 
of strategies have been developed, and how to 
organize the different elements of a successful region. 
The opportunity to exchange experiences through 
connecting questions and answers from participants in 
a network auction will also be provided. 

The Technopolicy Network is an international network that brings together experts and practitioners in the ýeld of Regional 
Innovation Policy. The network started in 2004 and now has members and partners in 18 countries and innovative regions in 
Europe, North America and Asia.
The mission of the network is to exchange knowledge and expertise on Regional Innovation Policy. To this end, the network 
organizes conferences, seminars and courses on regional innovation, brings the most innovative regions in the world together 
and helps to set up collaborative projects.

Membership
You can join The Technopolicy Network as an individual or institutional member. Individual members receive a discount on the 
activities of the network and receive the Newsletter. Institutional membership offers further beneýts such as promotion of your 
region and hosting an event. Please contact us for more information about the membership.

Advisory Board
The management of the network is supported by the Advisory Board. Currently, this international body comprises the following 
members: Washington Roger Stough (President), Milano Roberto Camagni, Beijing Frank Liang, Delft Ronald Vuijk, 
Grenoble Pierre Eisler, Austin David Gibson, Amsterdam Peter Nijkamp, Helsinki Eero Holstila 

Contact:
The Technopolicy Network is managed by Science Alliance. Our secretariat is located in The Hague.

The Technopolicy Network 	 Tel:  +31 70 360 71 55
Koninginnegracht 22	 Fax: +31 70 358 44 75
2514 AB The Hague	 info@technopolicy.net 
The Netherlands 	 www.technopolicy.net
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PROGRAM DAY ONE – 25 SEpTEMBER 2008
Opening by the Chairman of the Day: Roger Stough, President of The Technopolicy Network, and Professor of Public Policy, George 
Mason University, Fairfax, VA, USA 

08.30h Registration and Coffee

09.00h Welcome: Gerald Keddy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency and to the Minister of 
International Trade, Ottawa, ON, Canada

09.20h Welcome: Tom Traves, President and Vice-Chancellor of Dalhousie University, Halifax, NS, Canada

Why a Regional Innovation Strategy?

09.40h The Ingredients of a Regional Innovation Strategy
Roger Stough, President of The Technopolicy Network, and Professor of Public Policy, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA, USA 

10.00h The Role of a Region’s Economic History in Today’s successful Innovation Strategy
Saskia Sassen, Lynd Professor of Sociology and Member of The Committee on Global Thought, Columbia University, New York, NY, USA

10.20h Sectorial Pre-competitive Research Support as a Regional Innovation Strategy
André Bazergui, President and CEO, CRIAQ, Consortium for Research and Innovation in Aerospace in Quebec, Montreal, QC, Canada

10.40h Coffee Break

Successfully Implementing Regional Innovation Strategies

11.00h The Innovation Strategy of Helsinki Region: How to Build a World Class Innovation Centre
Antti Hautamäki, Director, Unit Innovations and New Solutions, Sitra, Finnish Innovation Fund, Helsinki, Finland

11.20h Implementing a Regional Innovation Strategy in Atlantic Canada 
Paul LeBlanc, Executive Vice-President, Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency, Moncton, NB, Canada

11.40h Best Practice in Regional Innovation Strategies: The Role of Innovation Awards
Charles Wessner, Director, Technology, Innovation and Entrepreneurship, National Academy of Science, Washington D.C., USA

12.00h Questions and Answers

12.15h Lunch 
Lunch address: The Role of Universities in Regional Innovation
Suzanne Fortier, President, Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada, Ottawa, ON, Canada

13.30h Break-out Sessions:

Integrating the Regional Perspective in other Policy Levels

Municipal National Cross-border

The City of Waterloo and its Innovative Region
Brenda Halloran, Mayor of Waterloo, ON, 
Canada

Delft, Centre of Technology and its Position in 
the Region 
Wilbert Hoondert, Head of Culture, 
Knowledge and Economy, Municipality Delft, 
The Netherlands

Technology Region Aachen
Ralf Meyer, Head of Knowledge Management 
and Location Development, AGIT mbH, Aachen, 
Germany

Building Canada’s Competitive Advantage 
Through Effective Regional Innovation 
Strategies - An Atlantic Canada Perspective
Paul Mills, Vice-President Newfoundland 
and Labrador, Atlantic Canada Opportunities 
Agency, St. John’s, NL, Canada 

The Regional Innovation Initiative: Catalyzing 
Consensus on National Policy
Samuel Leiken, Senior Director of Policy 
Studies, Council of Competitiveness, 
Washington D.C., USA 

The Regional Innovation Strategy of Western 
Switzerland 
Christoph Meier, Director, Réseau CCSO, 
Fribourg, Switzerland

The Paciýc North West Region Case
Joy Howland, Development Program Manager, 
Paciýc Northwest Innovation Network (PNWIN) 
and Workforce, Seattle, WA, USA

The Öresund Model
Bengt Streijffert, Director, Öresund Science 
Region, Lund, Sweden

Mechanisms for Cross-border Support: OECD 
Examples 
Karen Maguire, Administrator, Regional 
Competitiveness and Governance Division, 
OECD, Paris, France

15.00h Coffee Break

15.30h Break-out Sessions:

Elements of a successful Innovative Region

How to attract Talent? How to foster
R&D Capacity? How to attract Investors? How to create  

Entrepreneurship Facilities?

The Role of Talent in determining 
the Choice of Regions 
David Wolfe, Professor of Political 
Science and Co-Director Program 
on Globalization and Regional 
Innovation Systems, University of 
Toronto, Toronto, ON, Canada 

Attracting and retaining skilled 
Human Resources to the 
Bioscience Based Sector
Rory Francis, Executive Director, 
Prince Edward Island BioAlliance, 
Charlottetown, PEI, Canada

Staying Competitive: Belfast and 
its Region
Marie-Thérèse McGivern, 
Director of Development, Belfast 
City Council, Belfast, Northern 
Ireland

Research Collaboration: 
Successfully leveraging Regional 
Expertise 
Pierre Coulombe, President, 
National Research Council, Ottawa, 
ON, Canada
 
Leuven Knowledge Economy 
Region: Ingredients and strong 
Individuals who can make the 
Difference 
Martin Hinoul, Business 
Development Manager, Katholieke 
Universiteit Leuven Research & 
Development, Leuven, Belgium
 
Creating Distinctive R&D Consortia 
for Successful Regional Innovation
Theo Föllings, Vice President, 
Oost NV, Arnhem, The Netherlands

Connecting Investors to 
Entrepreneurs
Alan Barrell, Entrepreneur 
in Residence, Centre for 
Entrepreneurial Learning, 
University of Cambridge, 
Cambridge, UK 

Venture-backed Technology 
Companies shaping the Innovative 
Region
Mike Grandinetti, Senior 
Lecturer, MIT Sloan School of 
Management Center for Global 
Entrepreneurship, Cambridge, MA, 
USA

What attracts Venture Capitalists?
Samuel Leiken, Senior Director 
of Policy Studies, Council of 
Competitiveness, Washington D.C., 
USA

The Entrepreneurial University
Charles Wessner, Director, 
Technology, Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship, National Academy 
of Science, Washington D.C., USA
 
Supporting High Potential early 
Stage Companies in successfully 
commercializing their Technologies
Dan MacDonald,  
President & CEO, InNOVAcorp, 
Halifax, NS, Canada

Building the Entrepreneurship 
Culture - Deviants Welcome 
Iain Klugman, CEO, Communitech 
Technology Association, Waterloo, 
ON, Canada

17.00h End of Program

18.00h Conference Reception

19.00h NSERC Synergy Awards for Innovation Conference dinner




